S E M 

They who reach Parnaflus’ loft)’crown. 

Employ their pains to fpurn fome others down; 

And while felf- love each jealous writer rules, 

Contending wits become the ("port of fools. Pope. 

It may be thought that Ulyfl'es here is too oftentatious, and 
that he dwells more than modefty allows upon his own accom- 
plilhments; buty>//-praife is fometimes no fault. Broome. 

No wonder fuch a fpirit, in fuch a fituation, is provoked 
beyond the regards of religion or felf- convidtion. Swift. 

Selfheal. n.J. [brunella, Latin.] A plant. The fame with 
Sanicle, which fee. 

Selfish, adj. [from fef\ Attentive only to one’s own inte- 
reft; void of regard for others. 

What could the moil *Ip\TUi%jelfJb man defire more, were 
he to form the notion of a being to whom he would recom¬ 
mend himfclf, than fuch a knowledge as can difeover the leaft 
appearance of perfedlion, and fuch a goodnefs as will propor¬ 
tion a reward to it ? Addifon's Spectator. 

Paftions, though felfijh , if their means be fair. 

Lift under reafon, and deferve her care; 

Thofe that imparted court a nobler aim, 

Exalt their kind, and take fome virtue’s name. Pope. 

Se'lfishness. ti.f [from felfjl ).] Attention to his own in- 
tereft, without any regard to others ; felf-love. 

1 his fublimer love, being, by an intimate conjunction with 
its objcift, throughly refined from all bafe drofs of felfijbnefs 
and inccreft, nobly begets a perfeCt fubmillion of our wills to 
the will of God. Boyle's Seraphick Love. 

Se'lfishly. adv. [from felfjh.] With regard only to his own 
intereft; without love of others. 

He can your merit felfijhly approve, 

And fhew the fenfe of it without the love. Pope. 

Se'efs a me. adj. [ felf and fame.] Numerically the fame. 

I have no great caufe to look for other than the felf-fame 
portion and lot, which your manner hath been hitherto to lay 
on them that concur not in opinion with you. Hooker, Pref. 

Flight purfu’d one way the felf-fame hour. Milton. 

I have been bafe, 

Bafe ev’n to him from whom I did receive 
All that a fon could to a parent give: 

Behold me punilh’d in the felf-fame kind ; 

Th’ ungrateful does a more ungrateful find. Dryden. 

Se'lion. n.f. [felio, low Latin.] A ridge of land. Ainfw. 

Sell, pronoun, [for felf. J Sell is retained in Scotland for felf, 
and fells in the plural for felves. 

They turn round like grindle-ftones. 

Which they dig out fro’ the dells. 

For their bairns bread, wives and fells. Ben. fohnfon. 

Sell. n.f. [file, French; fella, Latin.] A faddle. 

Turning to that place, in which 
He left his lofty fteed with golden fells, 

And goodly gorgeous barbes, him found not there. F. Sju. 

To SELL. v. a. [y-yllan, Saxon} fela , Jflandick.] To give 
for a price; the word correlative to buy; to vend. 

The Midianites fold him unto Egypt, unto Potiphar. Gen. 
Let us fell him to the Ifhmaelites. Gen. xxxvii. 27. 

The firft tenth part I gave to the fons of Aaron, and another 
I fold away. Tob. i. 7. 

All the inns and publick houfes are obliged to furnilh them- 
felves with corn, which is fold out at a much dealer rate than 
’tis bought up. Addijon on Italy. 

You have made an order that ale fliould be fold for three 
half-pence a quart. Swift. 

To Sei l. v. n. To have commerce or traffick with one. 

I will buy with you, fell with you; but I will not eat with 
you. Shaktfp. Merchant of Venice. 

Confult not with a buyer of felling. Eccluf. xxxvii. 1 r. 

Se’llander. n.f. A dry fcab in a horfe’s hough or paf- 
tern. Ainf worth. 

Se'ller. n.f. [from fell.] The perfon that fells; vender. 

To things of fale a feller’s praife belongs. Shakefpeare. 
The name of the agent, of the feller, notary, and wit- 
neftes, are in both inftruments. Addifon on Italy. 

Se'lvage. n.f. [Of this word I know not the etymology. 
Skinner thinks felvage is faid as falvage, from its faving the 
cloath.] The edge of cloath where it is clofed by compli¬ 
cating the threads. 

Make loops of blue upon the edge of the one curtain from 
the felvage in the coupling. Ex. xxvi. 4. 

Selves. The plural of fef 

Confcioufnefs being interrupted, and we lofing fight of 
our paft felves , doubts are raifed whether we are the fame. Locke . 

SE'MBLABLE. adj. [ femblable , French.] Like; refembling. 

Then be abhorr'd 

All feafts, focieties, and throngs of men ! 

His femblable, yea himfelf, Timon difdains. Shakefpeare. 
With femblable reafon we might expeCt a regularity in the 
winds. Brown s Vulgar Errours. 

Se'mblably. adv. [from femblable.] With refemblance. 

A gallant knight he was, his name was Blunt; 

Semblably furnilh’d like the king himfelf. Shakefp. H. IV. 
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Sk'm Rf.ANCF. n.f. [femblance, Fr. from femblant. ] 

. 1. Likenefs; refemblance; fimilitude; reprefentation. 

Solicit Henry with her wond reus praife ; 

Bethink thee on her virtues, that furmount 
Her natural graces, that extinguilh art: 

Repeat their femblance often. “ Shakefpeare, 

She’s but the fign and femblance of her honour : 

Behold how like a maid fhe bluftics here 1 
O, what authority and fhew of truth 
Can cunning fin cover itfelf withal! Shakefpeare 

He with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not fubftance, gently rais’d 
I heir fainting courage, and difpell’d their fears. Milton- 
T his laft effort brought forth the opinion, that thefe bodies 
are not what they feein to be; that they are no (hells, but 
mere fportings of active nature, and only Jemllunces or imita¬ 
tions of (hells. IVcodwaid. 

It is not his meaning that we put on the outward face and 
femblance of virtue, only to conceal and dilguile our vice. AV, 
2. Appearance ; (how; figure. 

Be you the foldier; for you likeft are. 

For manly femblance and for (kill in war. Spen r er. 

Their femblance kind, and mild their geftures were, 
Peace in their hands, and friend(hip in their face. Fairfax, 
All that fair and good in thy divine 
Semblance, and in thy beauty’s heav’nly ray. 

United I beheld. Milt. Par. Loft. 

SE'MBLAN I\ adj. [femblant, French.] Like; refembling; 
having the appe ranee of any thing. Little ufed. 

In defpite of age, of impious flame. 

And eating time, thy pidlurc, like thy fame. 

Entire may laft ; that as their eyes furvey 
The femblant (hade, men yet unborn may fay, 

Thus great, thus gracious look’d Britannia’s queen; 

Her brow thus fmooth, her look was thus ferene. Prior. 
Se'mblant. n.f. Show; figure; refemblance; reprefenta¬ 
tion. Not in ufe. 

Her purpofc was not fuch as (lie did feign, 

Ne yet her perfon fuch as it was feen ; 

But under fimple (lievv, and femblant plain. 

Lurks falfe DuefTa, fecretly unfeen. Fairy fjluecn. 

Full lively is the femblant, tho’ the fubftance dead. Spenf. 
Se'mblative. adj. [from femblant.} Suitable; accommodate; 
fit; refembling. 

Diana’s lip 

Is not more fmooth and ruby; thy fmall pipe 
Is as the maiden’s organ, (brill and found; 

And all is femblative a woman’s part. Shak. Twelfth Nipk. 

To Se'mble. v.n. [fembler, French.] To reprefent; to make 
a likenefs. Little ufed. 

Let Europe, fav’d, the column high eredl, 

Than Trajan’s higher, or than Antonine’s, 

Where Jembling art may carve the fair etFebl, 

And full atchievement of thy great defigns. Prior. 

SEMI. n.f. [Latin.] A word which, ufed in compofition, 
fignifies half: as Jemicircle, half a circle. 

Se'miannular. adj. [femi and annulu,, a ring.] Half round. 
Another boar tulk, fomewhat (lenderer, and of a femian- 
tiular figure. Grew’s Mufaum. 

Se'mibref n.f. [femibreve, French ] 

Semibrsf is a note in mufick relating to time, and is the lift 
in augmentation. It is commonly called the mafter-note, or 
meafurc-note, or time-note, as being of a certain determinate 
meafurc or length of time by itfelf; and all the other notes oi 
augmentation and diminution are adjufted to its value. Hants. 
He takes my hand, and as a ftiil which (lays 
A femibref, ’twixt each drop, he niggardly. 

As loth to enrich me, fo tells many a lye. Dome. 

Semicircle, nf [fmicircuius, Lat. femi and circle.] A halt 
round; part of a circle divided by the diameter. 

Black brows 

Become fome women beft, fo they be in a femi circle. 

Or a half-moon, made with a pen. Sbakefpiort. 

Has he given the lye 
In circle, or oblique, or femi circle. 

Or diredt parallel ? Shakefpeare. 

The chains that held my left leg gave me the liberty or 
walking backwards and forwards in a feniicircle. SwtJI. 

Semicircle d. \adj. [femi and circular.] Half round. 
Semicircular, j J J 

The firm fixure of thy foot would give an excellent mo¬ 
tion to thy gait, in a femicirdcd farthingale. Shacefpcarc. 

The rainbow is eaufed by the rays of the fun falling upon a 
rorid and oppofite cloud, whereof fome reflefted, others re¬ 
fracted, beget the femicrrcular variety we call the rainbow. 

Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 
The Teas are inclofed between the two fcmicirculdr rnoies 
that furround it. Addijon on lay■ 

Semico'lon. n f [femi and xwA#».] Half a colon ; a po n 
made thus [;] to notea greaterpaufe than that of a comma. 

^ Semidia'meter. 
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$ SMITH aR: E ter. n.f. [femi and diameter] Half the line 
which, drawn through the centre of a circle, divides it into 
t vo equal parrs ; a (freight line drawn from the circumference 
to the center of a circle. 

Their difference is as little confiderablc as a femidiameter of 
the earth in two meafures of the higheft heaven, the one 
taken fiohi the furface of the earth, the other from its centre: 
the difproportion is juft nothing. More. 

The force of this inftrument confifts in the difproportion 
of diftance betwixt the femidiameter of the cylinder and the 
f mi diameter of the rundie with the fpokes. IVHkins. 

SeMIDIAPHANE'iTV. n.f. [ Jemi and diaphaneity.'] Half 
tranfparency; imperfect tranfparency. 

The tranfparency or femidiaphaneity of the fuperficial cor- 
pufcles of bigger bodies may have an intereft in the produc¬ 
tion of their colours. Boyle on ,olours, 

Sem idia'phanous. adj [femi and diaphanous.] Half tranf- 
parenr; imperfectly tranfparent. 

Another plate, finely variegated with a femidia:hatious grey 
or (ky, yellow and brown IVodward on toff Is. 

Se'midoubl c . n.f [femi and double.] In the Romuli bre¬ 
viary, fuch offices and feaft as are celebrated wirr. !; is iblrm- 
nity than the double ones, but yet with more than the (n le 
ones. , _ i'.ccy. 

Sem.flo'sculous. adj. [femi and flfcuhis, Latin.] L urg 
a femiflorct. i-ailev. 

Semifloret, n.f. [fern! and floret. ] Among florifts, an 
half flourifli, which is tubulous at the beginning like a floret, 
and afterwards expanded in the form of a tongue. Bailey. 
Semiklu'id. adj. [ femi and fluid.] Imperfedily fluid. 

Phlegm, or petuite, is a fort of ftmifinid, 'it being fo far 
folid that one part draws alorij feveral other part udhernw to 
it, which doth not happen in a pcrfedl fluid, and yet no part 
will draw the whole mafs, as happens in a per fed t folid Arb. 
Semilu'nar. ) adj. [femilunaire, Fr. femi arid ,una, Latin. 1 
Semilu nary. ) Refembling in form a half moon. 

The eyes are guarded with a fernilunar ridge Grew. 

Semimetal, n.f. [femi and metal.] Half metal; imported 

Semimetals are metallick foflils, heavy, opakc, of a bright 
glittering furrace, and not malleable under the hammer; fuch 
as qmckfi ver, antimony, cobalt, with the arfenicks, bifmuth, 
zink, with its ore calamine: to thefe may be added the femi- 
metalhck recrements, fuch as tutty and pampholyx. Hill 
Semina lity. n.f. [from Jo men, Latin.] 

1 . The nature of feed. 

As though there were a feminality in urine, or that, like the 

cLr ’ CarriC tu th L l 1116 ltiea of evcr y P art > they foolifhly 
conceive we vifibly behold therein the anatomy of every par- 

, tl’ r , . . Brown's Vulvar Errours. 

2 . J he power of being produced. 

darnpl' le ^ ° f WhC3t thcrC licth obfcurcI y the feminality of 

Seminal adi rr ’ / r u r Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

HplI d} ' I,rench 5 f eminis * Latin.] 

’• Belonging to feed. J 

2. Contained in the feed; radical. 

principles'of pre ^ ente 4 us thofe obvious f rninal 

fufpecled that f S cn 5 ratlon s,. we (hould never have 
fuch unltkST^iSrr r W0Uld have PT/ edtd l t0m r 

bevlKeT C!ma0t - I" 010 " 3 tHe pCri ° d ° f a commonweahh 

£ng y may manase 3 fick, y co "fti-tion, and preftrve a 

1- TS^Jund'whireTw Aiiw'' L«!j 

planted. ^ S ls fow n to be afterwards tranf- 

like qeiScfa. ab0Ut ,0 mcl ‘ lh = e„d plan, thcm ’ 

2 - I he place or oriirin -,1 ft ? , Mortimer's Husbandry. 

co «mon intecument anH . t0 ? a » (crving for a 

that furnHheth forth matter for th-V ° • W ' 7 0r P rom ptuary 

, amma l a >H vegetable bodie S f ornia tion and increment of 
c Seminal date. Woodward. 

contrived them imthei I* 1 ™ fir ^ / - Creatcci tb c earth, hath wifely 
mainUin the intertioa-T^r^.*^^^^ 

4 ' °^ gi " al S firft principles. down’s Vulgar Errours. 

f* '»"«««! into 

beggars. tnan ltca ms of nafty folks and 

5' Breeding place- nlnrp a Harvey on the Platue. 

ar c tranfplantcd into hfo f UCa& “>, froln "hence fcholars 

. 1 * mne of cou „ »»f.l>cahe„. S„™,' 

n an y Chriftian country. "orft Utftttutcd ftminaries 

Sivift. 
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Semina'ti.N. n.f. [ from femino, Latin. ] The ai£l rf 
fowing. - 

Semini'fical. ) adj. [fimen and facie, Latin] ProduSive of 
Semini'fick. J feed. 

We are made to believe, that in the fourteenth year males 
are feminifttal and pubefeent; but he that (hall inquire into 
the generality, will rather adhere unto Ariftotle. Brown. 
Seminifica'tion. n f. 

Scminif cation is the propagation from the feed or feminal 
parts. i i ale's Origin of Mankind. 

Semiopa'cous. adj. [femi and opacus, Latin.] Half dark. 

Semio aeois bodies are fuch as, looked upon in an ordinary 
light, and not held betwixt it and the eye, are not wont to be 
diferiminated from the reit of opacous bodies. Bov e. 

Sem pe'dal. adj. [jemi and pedis, Latin.] Containing half a 
foot. 

SemipersPi'cuooS. adj. [femi and perficuus, Latin.] Half 
tranfparent; imperfectly clear. 

A kind of amethyltine flint, not compofed of cryftals or 
grains; but one intire mafly (lone, femiperfpifucus, and of a 
pale blue, almoft of the colour of fome cow’s herns. Grew. 
Semiordinate, n.f. [In conick fedtions.J A line diawn 
ar i ••’hi angles to and bilL-fled by the axis, and reaching from 
one In of the fe&ion to another; the half of which is pro- 
perlv trie femi ordinate, but is now called the ordinate Harris. 
SemiPellu'cid. adj. [femi and peiluadu^ Latin.] Half clear; 
imperfaftly tranfparent. 

A light grey Jemipellucid flint, of much the fame complexion 
with f hc common Indian agat. IVodward. 

Se'mipkoof. n.f [femi and proof] The proof of a finHe 
c ^Lienee. 

SfMiquA DRATE. J n.f. [In aftronomy.] An afpeift of the 
b miiQua'Ktile. i planets when diftant from each other forty 
five degrees, or one fign and a half. Bailey. 

Semiqi.A ver. n.f. [In mmick.] A note containing half"the 
quantity of *’• quaver. 0 , al 

Semiqu j ti ■ n.J. [In aftronomv.] An afpeift of the pla¬ 
ne' ,ei' at the diftance of thirty-fix degrees from one an- 

c r:, ' er ; Bailey. 

vSemise xtile. n.f [In aftronomv.] A feniifixt) , an afpe£t of 

th-i pi-.rets when they are ! tant from each other one twelfth 
part of a circle, or thin, degrees. Ben ey. 

Semisphe'r:cal. adj. [fetht and fpherical.] Belonging to 
half a fpherc. Bailey. 

bEMisPHi o idal. adj. [ femi and f heroidal.] Formed like a 
hair fpheroid. 

Semi i e'rtian. n.f [femi and tertian.] An ague com¬ 
pounded ot a tertian and a quotidian. Bailey. 

T. lie natural produift of fuch a cold moift year are tertians 
femtei turns, and fon e quartans. Arbuthnot on A-r. 

Semitone, n f. [jemiton, French.] In mufick, one of the 
degrees of concwiuous intervals of concords. Bailev 

EmivoVeb n.J. - [femi and isomel ] A confonant which 
makes an impcriedt (bund, or does not demand a total oedu- 
fion of fhe mouth. 

When Homer would reprefent anv agre-able 'obieft: he 
makes ufe of the finootheft vowels a'nd moft flowing femi- 
vowels. Broome's Notes to the Oilfffey, 

XT A E pla”i b. aly, 

WiI1 pu - 0Ut llrar " hcs ,vvo °r three 
jears, but they- wrap the root in an oil cloth once in half a 

1 . Eternal in futurity; having beginning, but no end. 

I hofe, though they fuppofe the v, , r i 1 not to be eternal 
a parte ante, arc not contented to fuppofe it to be fan- 
ptUnusl, or eternal <7 parte pojl ; but will carry up the /rea- 
tion of the world to an immenfe antiquity'. ]i a !. 

2. In poetry it is ufed Amply for eternal 

Should we the long depending fcale afeend 
Of fons and fathers, will it never end ? 
if twill, then muft we through the order run, 
o ome one man whofe being ne’er begun; 

It that one man was fempiternsil, why 

lJtd he, fincc independant, ever die? n/„ , 

tut.™ infelty for U, i mhn of $^£^2 

Semstress. n, f f l a Hale. 

bufinefs is to few; a womin who 1 ite/bl S* Wh ° fC 

and to mnkc 

together in fcvcral folds. ’ h ^ we / c /-ccd to quilt 

s T s$- 

ber fix; containing fix, * Bel °ngmg to the nuni- 

SE'NATE. 
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